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Dear Mr, Passine and Ms. Bristol:

On behalf of the Inter-American Commissian on Human Rights, | am please to address
you In connection with the petition refesred to sbove, conceming the situation of Gregory
Thompsan in the United States of America.

| also wish to inform you that, by note of Today’ s date, the Government of the United
States has haen provided with the relevant parts of your petition and additional information, with
a period of two months to provide a response, in accordance with Article 30(3) of the
Commission’ s Rules of Procedure.

This request for informetion does not constitute a prejudgment with regard to any
decision the Commission may adopt on the admiasibility of the petition,

In addition, given the information contained in your petition indicating that Mr.
Thompson’ & execution is presently scheduled to take place on August 19, 2004, the
Commission addressed the Government of the United States in the following tarms:

By this note, the Cemmission also reguests precautionary measuras from the United
Stotes pursuant 10 Articio 25(1) of its Rules of Procedure,’ to avoid ireparable damage 1o the
sliaged victim in thie complaint, Mr. Gregery Thampeon. In this regard, the Petitioners’
communication indicates that Mr. Thompson is o 42-year-old inmate o gesth row in the statu of
Tennssase and is acheduied to be executed on August 19, 2004 for the 1085 kidnapping and
murder af Branda Lane. The Petitioners allege that the Unhed States ix responsidle for vialations
of Articles |, XVI), XVIf| and XXV) of the Amerigen Declaration of the Righta and Duties ef Man,
on the basis that Mr. Thompsan is mentally ill, and because of alleged Wregularities in Mr.
Thompson's eriminal proceedings.

Marjorie Bristol Michael J. Passino
Tennessee Justice Center Attorney et Law

301 Charlotte Avenue : 323 Union Street, 3" Floor
Nashville, TN 37201 Nashville, TN 37201

Fax: (618) 255-0354 ' Fax; (616) 244-3009

' Anticle 25(1) ot tha Commisslon’s Rules of Pracedure stetec: “In seriovs sand urgent ceses, end whonevar necessary
accarding to the information availoble, the Commission may, in ite awn initiative or 3t The requUET! of & party, request that the
State concernsd adopt precautionary measures 1o provont Imeparable harm to pervony.”




The petition 3leo allegee that Mr. Thompoon has raised the claima brought before the
Commission in state federsi courts and that ail of his ¢iaims have been rejected. They claim in
particular that the Unigsd States Supreme Court denled his finsl petition for a writ of certisrari an
December 1, 2003, thit a rehaaring was denigd on Jaruary 20, 2004, and that ther petition was
fodped within 6 monthl of thiz last decision. .

it Mr. Thompson is axeouted betors the Commission hus an opportunity 1o éxamine his
986, 8ny eventual decisian will be randered moot In respect of the efficacy of potential remedies,
and he will suffer imeperable herm. Consequently, pursuant to Article 26(1) of its Rules of
Procedure, the Commission hereby requests that the United States take the urgent measures
necessary to preservo Mr. Thompson's fife pending the Commission’s Invaxtigetion of the
allegutions in hic petition. The Commission respectfully requasts an urgent responce To this
raguest for precautionary messuros.

We will edvise you of any response that the Commission may receive from the State.

Sincerely yours,

- Atiel Dulitzky )

in charge of the Executive Secretariat




